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IN  THE  MATTER  CF 
IN  THE  iATTER  OF 
SOl'ERS  OF  wAR  nT 
FROI .  THE  26  JUNE 
HOSTILITIES. 


JAPANESE  WAR  CRI  ES  A  "9 
ILL-TREAT’ ENT  OF  PR  7 

::iyata  oa:t,  fukitof 

1945  TILL  T.G  E»’P  01' 


I,  No.  113054,  Lt.  Cyril  Edward  BUC’iE,  Royal  Corps  of  Signals,  at  present 
attached  to  Depot  Bn,  Royal  Signals,  TUIRS”,  Yorks,  and  with  permanent  home 
address  at  "Gaves",  Rowbcrron  nr.  <»II;SC  ■  B';,  Somerset,  make  oath  and  say 
as  follows: 

1.  I  was  taken  rrisoner  on  December  25,  1941  at  H01IG  KONG  and  spent 
nearly  a  year  thore  in  various  Pa’  oamps,  until  27  September  1943  when 

I  was  shipped  to  Japan.  On  arrive  1  there  I  ’ont  to  OSA'A  and  stayed 
till  the  middle  of  1943  when  I  was  ~.ved  to  ZENSUJI.  There  I  stayed 
until  25  June  1945  when  I  was  moved  to  i.IYATA. 

2.  I  was  moved  to  IYATA  camp  with  44  other  P.<o,  including  Wing 
Commander  G.  ’ATT:  F  S,  LA.  ,  who  booame  tho  Senior  British  Officer  at 
MIYATA  oamp.  <hen  we  arrived  at  thi3  onmp  thoro  were  air  ady  about  800 
Pus  there,  mainly  Dutch.  Some  of  tho  P  s  at  .  ilYATA  had  come  from  FUKUOKA 
No.  1  oamp  and  from  TAIWAN.  Ihon  those  two  oamps  had  broken  up  their 
personnel  scattered. 

Conditions  at  MIYATA  oamp  generally  were  vor”  hard.  There  was 
much  ill-troutment  of  i  s  at  the  han  a  of  tho  camp  Comdt.  Lt.  SAKAkOTO, 
aided  and  abetted  by  his  3  i/o  SGT.  URIBARA.  They  instituted  in  this 
oamp  a  reign  of  terror,  dotaiis  of  which  appear  later  in  this  affidavit. 
Even  aftt  r  hostilities  had  ceased  and  SAICA.iOTO  had  received  strict 
instructions  to  treat  the  Pas  well,  several  cases  of  beatin~s  took  plaoe 
after  August  15,  1945. 

.  --  .  -  I 

3.  IIIYATA  was  a  mining  oamp.  All  the  Allied  ORs  worked  down  the  mine 
aud  officers  were  employed  working  in  the  fiold3,  planting  rice  or  sweot 
potatoes  or  openinm  up  new  ground.  So  far  as  officers  were  concerned,  the 
fork  started  at  5:30  a.m.  when  wo  went  out  to  the  fields  on  the  mine 
railway,  aud  wo  did  not  get  baok  to  camp  again  until  6:30  p.m.  Not  only 
did  officers  have  to  work  in  t,  o  fields,  but  we  al3o  had  to  unload  saoks 
of  rice  and  coal  for  the  camp,  move  pit-props  and  empty  latrines.  Elderly 
officers  (one  was  as  old  as  69)  were  selected  for  this  work.  Much  of 
this  work  was  supervised  by  boys  of  16  and  upwards  who  carried  sticks 

and  wore  using  them.  The  work  was  oarriou  on  almost  invariably  at 
high  prossure.  The  onlv  English  that  was  spoken  by  some  of  the  guards  was 
"Hurry  up".  .ork  in  the  water  of  tho  paddy  fields  often  caused  outs  and 
sore 8,  which  took  weeks  to  heal  up. 

4.  The  food  which  wo  were  'iven  was  utterly  insufficient  to  maintain 
neulth,  let  alone  do  the  work  which  we  wore  compelled  to  do.  Officers 
were  allowed  360  grams  of  rioe  and  190  erars  of  flour  per  day.  During 

I 
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i  ur  first  fortnight  at  UIYATA  camp  officors  lost  on  the  average  of^  j 
■  iout  6  lbs  in  weight.  Ko  extra  food  oould  bo  obtained  and  there"! a  no 
doubt  t’nat  the  work  we  had  to  do  could  have  boen  reduced.  Sever  a 
aopliootions  to  the  Japanese  interpreters  for  this  to  be  done  were 
1  -norod.  An  example  of  a  day's  leulr  would  be  rioe  pap  in  tho  moriur.  .» 

o  were  :;iven  a  small  box  with  our  midday  moal  in  it,  which  wo  ate 
out  in  the  fields.  This  box  usually  contained  a  very  limited  quantity 
of  rioe.  .e  used  to  pick  up  ou  the  road  side  or  in  the  fields  some 
rroen  stuff  to  o  with  it  and  we  even  usod  to  collect  frogs  and  small 
snakes  which  we  boiled  up  and  at n,  In  t>  e  evening  wo  came  back  to  either 
flour  pap  or  some  rice.  To  my  knowledge  ,ve  never  had  any  meat  or  dried 
fish  at  any  time  we  were  at  hlYATA.  I  personally  had  lost  7  stone  in 
woight  by  tho  end  of  hostilities. 

5.  Out  accommodation  consisted  of  lathe  and  plaster  huts,  with  l  men 
to  a  hut.  This  was  not  grossly  overcrowded  but  .re  only  .just  had  room 
to  lie  down  in  reasonable  oomfort.  There  were  no  rocr  ation  huts 
provided  except  a  library  hut  into  which  wo  rarely,  if  ever,  had  any 
time  to  "o ,  our  working  ho  .rs  being  from  5i30  in  the  morning  to  6i30 
in  tho  evenin;*. 

'  G,  Medical  arVangements  were  verv  bad  and  very  limited*']  There  is  no 

1  cloubt  in  my  mind  that  the  Japanese  could  have  ’nado  things  very  much 
better  for  us  if  they  had  wanted  to.  <o  wore  looked  after  by  Dutch 
MO s  who  U6ed  to  take  the  sick  parades  and  give  us  what  medical  t  roat- 
ment  they  were  able  to.  Evsn  so,  any  Japanese  'medical'  N00  who  know 
next  to  nothing  oould  override  the  orders  of  the  qualified  Dutch  KOs. 
Consequently,  if  the  MO  said  that  you  were  not  fit  to  work  and  the 
Japanese  NCO  said  that  you  were,  off  you  h‘  d  to  go. 

./e  used  to  get  a  limited  quantity  of  Red  Cross  supplies,  but 
it  was  oommon  know  ledge  to  most  of  us  that  SGT.  iCUP.I  IARA  stole  a 
;ood  deal  of  our  Red  Cross  rood  supplies.  Food  for  hospital  patients 
and  sick,  was  only  13  oi  of  rice  per  day. 

7,  As  regards  the  general  lll-troat'iont  which  we  received  at  this 
oamp,  tne  folio  fin  ire  the  "'out  serioud  oases,  most  of  w.iich  I  saw 
myself.  ..e  wer-e  in  on  od  on  arrival  by  tho  commandant,  Lt.  SA.aAi  0T0, 
through  his  interpreter,  that,  if  v.o  failed  to  obey  orders,  we  would 
be  bayonet  bod  to  death,  'parin'-  the  first  3  or  4  days  in  the  camp  all 
the  officers  wno  had  arrived  with  re  were  subjected  individually  to 
a  scries  of  beamings  by  the  guards  with  rifles,  fists,  stioks  and  i 

feet  for  the  >r>st  trivial  offences  or  for  no  offences  at  all,  doubtless 
on  the  instructions  of  SAKAMOTO  wi+h  the  idea  of  licking  the  new  officers 
into  shape.  •  The  guards  were  drawn  from  the  195  Rogtj  some  of  them  were 
of  tho  lowest  type  who  welcomed  a  ohanoe  of  beating  the  ?Js,  knowing  that 
they  oould  not  rotaliuto.  1  never  saw  any  order  which  set  out  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  oamp,  so  that  we  never  knew  whether  we  were  J 
offendin''  atminut  them  or  not. 
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In  spite  of  protests  to  the  Japanese  interpreters,  all  Japanese,  j 
military  ancl  civilian,  were  allowed  to  administer  corporal  punishment 
nor  ary  c  ’fenoe,  real  or  fancied.  One  rule  was  that  all  Japanese* 
inc  idi'-i*  boys  of  If  had  to  be  salutod  at  all  times,  even  in  the  dark. 

Jn  one  occasion  5  officers  received  contradicting  orders' regarding 
falling  in  for  u  work  parade.  They  arrived  a  few  minutes  late  on  parade 
:md  Lt.  ..OODOCCK,  Royal  Engineers,  was  attacked  by  KATSU’I  a  civilian 
member  of  the  staff,  who  struck  C01XJ0CK  so  hard  that  his  chin  was  cut 
and  ho  had  to  have  two  stitches  in  it.  Another  man,  called  COALING 
was  thon  attacked  ’ith  a  saw  and  hi3  cheek  badl-r  cut.  I  did  not  witness 
tho so  assaults,  but  I  3av  Ire  injuries  immediately  afterwards. 

8.  On  G  August  1945  SA-A2JJT0  attended  tho  sick  parade  of  the  Japanese  i 
doctor  and  ordered  40  men  to  be  diioharged  from  the  hospital.  Some 

of  them  could  liardly  stand.  They  were  all  called  out  on  work  parade  , 

in  the  oam '  tho  following  day,  I  saw  them  on  the  parade  ground. 

| 

9.  Just  prior  to  7  August  19-15  the  camp  suffered  a  reduction  of  10^ 

in  the  rice  ration.  The  Senior  Officer  prisoner  made  every  effort 

to  see  the  Camp  Co-  'andant  to  point  out  that  the  food  was  insufficient, 

but  all  efforts  failed.  On  roll-call  on  the  evening  of  7  August  1945 
all  British  officers,  with  a  few  exceptions  were  ordered  to  remain 
bohind.  Between  90  -  100  officers  were  involved.  »e  were  given  a 
long  .harangue  by  Sgt.  KURI'lA.cA  on  tne  3ins  of  Britain,  e.g.,  slavery  in 
India,  China,  and  were  informod  that  we  wo re  all  to  bo  beaten  because  the 

senior  offioor  had  attempted  to  see  the  Camp  Commandant  (SAKAI  OTO)  to 

make  a  oomplaint,  A  request  was  made  that  tho  sick  ana  elderly  officers 
(two  of  59  years  of  ag-')  should  be  allo/ed  to  fall  out.  Thi3  was  refused,  j 
All  officers  were  then  ordered  to  assume  the  "on  the  hands  down"  position  ; 
and  they  were  beaten  on  the  posterior  with  bamboo  sticks  and  poles 
by  KURIHAIA  assisted  by  some  of  the  guards.  The  whole  affair  lasted 
about  40  mins.  It  i3  the  genorsl  opinion  that  this  was  carried  out  by 
orders  of  SA-A'  0T0,  so  that  he  would  not  be  worried  by  complaints  from 
tho  prisoners.  One  sick  officer  was  struck  on  the  base  of  the  spine 
and  lie  fainted,  tie  was  carried  into  tho  bathroom  b'f  the  "uards  and  tKey^l 
him  by  throwing  buckets  of  rater  over  him.  During  tho  talk  the  of:  icers  we^rt 
made  to  hold  their  lianas  abovo  tuoir  heads  for  a  prolonged  period  during 
which  they  were  belaboured  by  the  guards  if  their  hands  dropped  an 
inch  or  so,  Offioors  received  3-10  strokes  each  and  some  received 
severe  bruises  on  hip-bones,  spino  and  buttocks.  I  was  present  during 
the  whole  of  this  incidort  ana  roceived  numerous  blows  mysolf  from  the 
guards  and  KURIHAiA. 

10.  Numerous  other  incidents  and  assaults  on  officers  took  place.  For 
example  on  one  occasion  I  saw  Major  P.  tf»  <ILLIAiI-PO  /LETT,  No,  being 
severely  beaten  with  the  flut  of  tho  butt  and  the  butt-end  of  a  rifle 
for  falling  to  salute  a  guard  a  dav  after  arriving  in  the  oamp.  I  also 
saw  ti»e  same  officer  being  beaten  on  tho  head  und  body  with  a  piok-helve 
by  tho  guurd  comrander  when  reporting  a  number  of  officers  leaving  the  camp 
a 3  a  working  party,  lil s  report  was  perfeotly  oorreot,  nevertheless,  he  had 
his  heed  split  open  behind  his  ear  and  a  rib  oraeked. 
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11.  On  5  July  1945,  Capt.  J.  H.  A'ALSH,  while  naked  in  the  bathroom 
■■•ms  attaokod  by  the  sane  <;uard  commander  who  had  attacked  Major 
. i ILLIA1 '-P0. .'LETT .  Capt.  -VALSH  was  struck  with  a  pick-helve  3  times  across  , 
the  head  and  twice  across  tne  mouth.  He  was  badly  bruised  and  lost  a  ( 
coed  deal  of  blood  as  a  result  of  this  attack.  The  only  reason  given 
vms  that  this  officer  had  not  saluted  quickly  enough.  I  witnessed  this 
incident  myself.  On  the  same  day  this  sane  guard  oomm.ander  assaulted 
Capt.  LAiSHKT  who  was  siok  in  his  room.  The  guard  kioked  him  the  stomach  ] 
and  inflicted  other  injuries  to  him.  For  a  good  many  days  after  this 
occurrence,  Capt.  LA. 13r,AT  was  in  soioe  pain  and  it  wa3  some  time  before 
he  recovered.  I  did  not  personally  witness  this  assault,  but  I  saw 
Capt.  LA!  .BERT  shortly  after  it. 

Ik.  Lt.  SAi’J»110T0,  whom  I  regard  as  personally  responsible  for  all  our 
ill-treatment  in  this  oamp,  was  obviously  consumed  with  hate  for  the 
Allies  and  was  therefore  the  last  person  to  be  in  authority  over  F>Vs, 

He  had,  I  believe,  been  promoted  from  the  ranks  for  bravery  in  the  field 
and  had  a  reputation  for  getting  things  done.  He  was  ill-educated,  a 
boor  and  completely  ruthles1-. »  KUP.I  AiiA  on  the  otherhand,  was  better 
educated,  but  was  a  complete  hypoorite.  He  often  used  high-sounding 
phrasos  about  protecting  Pis  from  dangers  out-side  the  camp,  but  he 
himself  made  n'  attempt  to  oontrol  his  violent  temper  which  he  vented 
so  frequently  on  the  P<s.  Though  the  treatment  which  these  two  men  infliot 
ed  through  their  staff  on  the  British  PVs  was  bad  enough,  the  Dutoh 
Pv'/s  in  this  oamp  were,  on  many  occasions  treated  oven  worse. 

SA’ORN  By  the  said  Cyril  Edward  BUCKS 

at  6,  Spring  Cardens  in  the  City  of  /signed/  Cyril  Edward  3UCKE 

xostminister,  this  24th  day  of 
January  194G. 

BE”0RE  i  E 

/signed/  A.  M.  BELL  MACDONALD, 

Major, 

Legal  Staff. 

I  certify  that  this  i3  a  true  copy  of  the  original  affidavit. 

R.  D.  L.  Kelly,  Capt.  Legal  Staff, 

Office  of  the  Judge  Advocate  Generali 
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